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Business Activity in the United States for the 4 weeks 
ending September 20 was down 1 per cent from the pre- 
vious 4 weeks, according to the New York Times business 
activity index, but was up 18 per cent from August, 1940, 
and for the first 8 months of the year averaged 20 per cent 
above the same period last year. The same general trend 
was registered by the metal industries activity index for 
the same periods. 

Industrial Production in the United States as measured 
by the Federal Reserve Board index was up 2 per cent in 
August from July, 31 per cent from August, 1940, and for 
the first 8 months of this year averaged 28 per cent above 
the same period last year. Automobile production dropped 
59 per cent in August from July, but was 137 per cent above 
August, 1940. For the first 8 months of this year auto- 
mobile production was 32 per cent above the same period 
last year. 

Steel Production was up 2 per cent in August from July 
and 18 per cent from August, 1940. For the first 8 months 
of this year, steel production was 33 per cent above the 
corresponding period of 1940. Pig iron production was up 
only fractionally in August from July but was 13 per cent 
above August, 1940, and for the first 8 months of the year 
was 25 per cent above the same period last year. The 
steel industry for the United States operated at 98 per 
cent of capacity in August, a gain of 9 per cent from the 
same month last year. 

Construction Activity as measured by the value of con- 
tracts awarded in 37 eastern states was up 32 per cent in 
August from July and 83 per cent from August, 1940. 
For the first 8 months of the year as compared with the 
Same period last year the value of contracts awarded 
increased 60 per cent. All types of construction contributed 
to the August increase from July and all types recorded 
gains from August, 1940, and for the first 8 months of 
the year. 


Commodity Prices continued slowly upward throughout 
August. Wholesale prices increased 1 per cent from July 
and were 16 per cent above August, 1940. Retail food 
prices were up 1 per cent and department store prices, 3 
per cent in August from July and 12 per cent and 10 per 
cent, respectively, from August, 1940. The cost of living 
increased fractionally in August from July and was 5 per 
cent above August, 1940. 

IN OHIO 


Retail Trade in Ohio was up in August from July. 
August sales of independent retail stores were up 3 per cent 
and department stores, 41 per cent. As compared with 
August, 1940, sales of independent stores gained 22 per 
cent and department stores, 43 per cent. For the first 8 
months of the year as compared with the same jeriod last 
year, department store sales gained 20 per cent and inde- 
pendent-store sales, 18 per cent. Passenger automobile 
registrations dropped 43 per cent in August from July but 
were 29 per cent above August, 1940. 

Agricultural Income in Ohio was up 4 per cent in August 
from July and 42 per cent from August, 1940. For the first 
8 months of the year as compared with the same period last 
year agricultural income increased 23 per cent. 

Construction Activity as measured by the value of con- 
tracts awarded dropped 2 per cent in August from July, 
but was 55 per cent above August, 1940, and for the first 
8 months of this year was up 48 per cent from the corre- 
sponding period last year. The August decline from July 
was due primarily to a 16 per cent drop in non-residential 
contracts awarded. Residential contracts were up 4 per 
cent in August from July, and public works and utilities 
contracts, 16 per cent. As compared with August, 1940, 
residential contracts awarded increased 39 per cent; non- 
residential contracts, 146 per cent; and public works and 
utilities contracts, 9 per cent. For the first 8 months of this 
year as compared with the same period last year, all types 
(Continued on page 3, Column 2) 
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Employment and Pay Rolls’® 


*No. Employed—Mfg. ...Av. 1928-25 
No, Empl’d—Trade-Retail ... -1929 
No. Empl’d—Trade-Whl’sale. . 

* Payrollsa—Manufact. ....Av. 1988-26) 


Production 
* Industrial Prod.** ...... 1935-39 


Automobile Prod. :*....No. of Cars 
* Elec. Power Prod.” Mil. of K.W.H. 
. Coal P 


to 


— 


+++++ | | + 


Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded—37 Eastern States)** 


760,233 | 577,392 | + 32 
231,529 | 205,049 | + 18 
on-Residential 220,612 | + 30 
Public Works & Util... 241,963 | 151,731 | + 59 


Distribution 
Retail Sales (84 states)®......... 


Store Sales**......Av. 1923-26) 
Chain St. Sales?* Av.SameMo. 1929-31 


Prices 


* Wholesale Commod. Prices**....1926 
* Cost of Living®®...............4988 
Retail Food Prices¥..... Av. 1935-89 
Dept. Store Prices**.......Jan. 1981 


Banking and Finance 


ber Bank Borrowings... 
Member Banks—101 Cities** 
* Total Loans ” 


Money and Interest Rates* 
Money in Cireulation....... 
Monetary Gold Stock........ 
Call Money Rate. . % 
Security Markets?*_ 
Stock Ind. .. - Index, 1926)‘ + 
69.6 
Bond Yield—46 Bonds 


* Indicates Series Charted (Page 2). For Sources and Footnotes, See 
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Base 1 Mo. 
Pent. Ended om 194i a 


1941 ina 
Aug. Aug. 
Unit 1941 | 1941 
from from | 194) 
Base Period July | Aug. | trom 
1941 1940 | 194 
General Business 
| Pig % | % 
‘ 112 | 109 3 + 38 
. Number 32 | 39; — 4 
- Liabilities** . Thous. Doi. 528 | 658 | — 20 |— 19 | 9 
Life Ins. Sales Relative**......1930 70 | 3/— 
1984-28) 126 | 8 
os 124 | 106 | + 17 | + 28 Ts 
121 128| — 5 | + 42 | 495 
157 | 175 | — 10 | + 62 | 449 
Poultry and Eggs...... “ - 105 101 + 4 + 67 uM 
* Electric Power Production™, °....1926 227 232| — 2 + 22 23 
Bit. Coal Production™ ....Thous. tons} 2,637| 2,581| + 2 | +46 | 449 
Employment and Pay Rolls’ 
Number Employed: 

* Manufacturing (2067)* ..... 1935-39 137 1385] + 2 | + 381 

* Non-Manufacturing (3243)... ” 107 107 | — + 7 6 
Construction (1224) ...... = 168 167 + @ + 37 Te 

131 129; + 1 + 26 |+2 

Pay Rolls—Mfg. (2067) ....... ” 190 188) +® | + 57 
Man-Hours—Mfg. (1994) ...... 159 151); + 6 +44 
Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded)” 

* Total (Index) 1986 102 | 14| — 2 |+85 
Residential ........cecscceeee 124 | 118} + 4 + 39 | + 32 
Non-Residential ............. “ 95 | 112 | — 16 | +146 | +106 
Public Works & Utilities...... “ 86 | 744), +16 |+ 9 

Distribution 
Retail Sales—Independent 
Stores® (1224)* ........06- See p. 5 3 

* Dept. Store Sales...... Av. 1923-25 120 85 4 41 
Passgr. Car Reg.* (56 cos.) Number| 12,987 22,775 | — 43 + 29 on 
Truck Reg.? (56 cos.) ....... 2,207 2,559 | — 14 | + 21 
Used Car Reg.* (36 cos.)..... $4 51,588 60,202 | — 14 + 26 — 
Sales Ohio Dyers & Cleaners‘ (42) —|— 3 1+17 

Banking (4th Federal Reserve District)*® 
CHANGE FROM 
Unit Sept 17| Sept. 18 | Sept. 19 
1941 1940 1939 Last Last 
Month | Year 
Amt. Ct. 
Cleveland Federal Bank | % 
U.S. Gov. Securities......Thows. Del.}227,243 249,572 | 283,499 
Member Bank Borrowings “ 156 | 185 | 426 | + 34 | —16 
Member Banks—4th | 
Total Loans 873 731 +14 |+19 
us. & Agric. Loans and 
Open Mkt. Paper...... “ 443 | 303 265\ + 11 
Brok. & Other Secur. Loans “ be 32 | 38 46 0 |—t1 
Real Estate Loans....... “  “ 185 | 179 1722}+ 3 
r Loans 212 | 210 | 196' + 2/+1 
* Total Investments ....... “ “| 1,375! 1,187} 1,207|/+ 8 | +16 
* U.S. Govt. Obligations ” 8 1,106 905 921|+ 7 +2 
* 1,447 1,261|/— 4 
746 743 | 734;— 3 
* Indicates Series Charted (Page 3). For Sources and Footnotes, See Below 
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P Preliminary; © Less than 1% change; ™ More than 1000% increase; 
+ Change in number of failures; * Figures in parenthesis show number of firms 
reporting this month; » Data not available in time for this issue; * Com 
data not available — only percentage change available; “Adjusted for seasonal 
changes; ® Bureau of Business Research estimate. 


Primary Sources: 


Computed from original data collected by the Bureau of Business Research 


from: 


1 Local Power and Light Co’s; * County Clerks of Courts; * Local Gas 


Co’s (Gas meters in use) ; * Ohio cleaners and dyers; 5° Ohio wholesale grocers. 
Compiled by the Bureau of Business Research from data collected in 
operation with: ® Bureau of the Census, U. S. Dept. of Commerce. 
Compiled by the Bureau of Business Research from special] tabulations 


supplied by: 7 Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. D 


data of: 
Corporation. 


ept. of Labor; and 
8 Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System; ° F. W. Dodge 


Other Data Sources: New York Times; “ Association of American Rail 


roads; 12 Dun & Bradstreet, Inc.; American Iron & Steel Institute; ™ Sted 
Magazine; Federal Reserve Board; U. S. Dept. of Agriculture; “Com 
mercial & Financial Chronicle; *U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; @ Wards 
Reports ; ® Federal Power Commission ; “ Bituminous Coal Division, U. S. Dept. 
of Interior ; @ U. S. Steel Corporation ; “ National Machine Tool Builders Asse 
ciation; *F. W. Dodge Corporation; * Chain Store Age; *U. S. Dept. of 
Commerce; * Fairchild Publications; % Standard Statistics Co.; Dept of 
Rural Economics, O. S. U.; ® National Industrial Conference Board; "BR. L. 


Polk & Co.; ™ Life Insurance Sales Research Bureau. 
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ITEM July 
1941 
Unit 
or Index 
Base Period 
AKRON 
umber Employed Indexes :* 

Total 101; + + 30 + 25 
All Manufacturing (70) ....... ” 99} + +> + 28 
Non-Manufacturing (201)...... 62 | — + 9 + 8 
Construction (62) ............. . 1338 | + + 65 + 665 

Pay Roll Indexes :* Total (338)* 1935-39 163} + + 53 + 44 
All Manufacturing (70) .....  ” 165 | + + 67 + 48 
Non-Manufacturing (201).... “ 121} — + 18 + 13 
Construction (62) ........... 397 | + +111 +110 

Jan. 1939 109 | — + ere 

Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (39)*.. —| + + 57 + 32 

Auto Registrations :? New Cars. .Number 1,621 | — + 32 + 52 
New Trucks ....... Mand. oo + 30 + 46 

*Bank Debits Index®...............1986 102 | + + 47 + 33 

‘ail am — sti— 

Indus. Power Consumption Index'...i9z¢ 113 | + + 41 + 39 

Value Bidg. Permits—Total Index**.. i980 203 | — +182 
195 | — +50 + 
« —Non- 191} — — 69 +25 

CANT 

Number Employed Indexes :? 

All Manufacturing (65) ....... 136 | + 
Non-Manufacturing (109) ..... ” 87} — 

Pay Roll Indexes :? Total (174)* 1935-39 268; — + 7 
All Manufacturing (65) ..... = 273 | — + 7 
Non-Manufacturing (109) ... ” 153 | 

Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (40)*.. 

Auto Registrations :* New Cars—Number 999 | — 

Wow 119} + + 

*Bank Debits Index*®............... 1926 1146 | — + 

Commercial Failures** ..........N 0 
....Theus. Dol. 0 

Building Occupancy Index*......... 1926 115 

Value Bldg. Permits—Total Index'*.. 1936 306 

“  —Resi 676 
—Non-Residential “ 12 
CINCINNATI 

Number Employed Indexes :? 

Total (1214)* 1926 181} + + +17 
All Manufacturing (372) ...... “2 148} + 4. | + 2 
Non-Manufacturing (6@1) ..... = 94] + + 
Construction (241) ............ 25: 56) + “te + 50 

Pay Roll Indexes :* Total (1214)* 1935-39 160} + + + 32 
All Manufacturing (372) ... ” 179 | + + + 41 
Non-Manufacturing (601) .... 116} + + + 8 
Construction (241) .......... pr 191} + + + 74 

Gost Jan. 1939 104} + + i+-3 

Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (74)*.. —j| + + + 23 

Retail Food Price Index"*....Av, 1986-81) 105} + + 8 

Auto Registrations :? New Cars—Number 2,698 | — oa + 
New Trucks .......... cocceee 274] + + + 

*Bank Debits Index*............... 1925 115} + + + 

Commercial Failures** ..... ++... Number 45 — on 

Value Bldg. Permits—Total Index**.. 1930 47} + i + 

—Residential..... “ 64) + +125 
“ —Non-Residential “ ui + 

Steel Ind. Oper. Rate* 4 Wks. Av. % Cap. 88}; — a + 12 + 


CLEVELAND 


Number Employed Indexes :7 | 

| 1926 
All Manufacturing (495) ......  ” 
Non-Manufacturing (495) ..... 
Construction (385) ..........+. 


Pay Roll Indexes :? Total (1375)* 1935-89 


Non-Manufacturing (495) ... 


Retail Food Price Index!®... .. Av. 1935-39 
umber 


Auto istrations :? New 
*Bank Debits Index®............... 1926 
Commercial Failures*? .......... 
. Thous. Dol. 
Value Bldg. Permits—Total Index?*.. 1980 


“  —Non-Residential “ 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate? 4 Wks. Av. % Cap. 


96 | 


* Indicates Series Charted (Page 6). For Sourees and Footnotes, 
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Aug. | J 
1941 | 1941 
Unit 
or Index 
Base Period 
COLUMBUS 

Number Employed Indexes :* 

1926 109 108 + +55 
All Manufacturing (124) ...... 117 115 | + + +2 
Non-Manufacturing 89 90} — + +5 
Pay Roll Indexes Total 1935-39 172 167 | + +% 
All Manufacturing (124) ... 201 192] + ao +h 
Non-Manufacturing (321) . oe 123 123 | — + +49 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (62)*.. — + + 
Retail Food Price Index’... .Av. 1935-39 104 105 | — + +6 
Auto Registrations :? New umber 968 | 1,667 | — + + % 
New Trucks ............. 178 | 240 | — + + 
*Bank. Debits Index*...... -1926 146 139 |} + + +B 

Commercial Failures** .......... 2 2 + 

oc Thoue. Dol. 9 7) + 

Value Bldg.  Permits—Total Index**.. 1930 282 406 | — + 69 

—Residential.. . . 423 394 | + + +2 
—Non-Residential “ 119 221; — —_ +244 
DAYTON 

Number Employed Indexes :? 

All Manufacturing (121) ...... ie 172 171} + + + 16 
Non-Manufacturing (146) ..... 154 154 | — +9 
Construction (74) ............- 10 + + 46 

Pay Roll Indexes:* Total 1935-39 184 182 + + + 4 
All Manufacturing (121) ... 189 188 | + + + 
Non-Manufacturing (146) ... ” 141 139 | + + 
Construction (74) ........... = 178 175 | + + +1 

Cost of Living” .............. Jan. 1939 110] + 

Retail Sales—Independent Stores* (33)*.. + + + 30 

Auto Registrations Cars-— Number | 1,512 | — + 45 

*Bank Debits Index®.. 108 lll | — + + 38 

Commercial Failures? 1 — 1 

Indus. Power Consumption Index’... 1926 297 313 | — + % 

Value Bidg Permits— otal Index™*.. 1930 118 144); — + + 56 

—Residential.. i 522 693 | — + +1 
“ Non-Residential “ 28 29 | — + +362 
TOLEDO 

Number Employed Indexes :7 | 

1926 121 121 | + + +19 
All Manufacturing (127) ...... - 138 137 | + + +4 
Non-Manufacturing 86 ss | — + + 8 

Pay Roll Indexes: ? Total (339)" 1935-39 154 | 146 | + + 3 
All i60 150 | + +8 
Non-Manufacturing (212) ... ” 123 121} + + +0 

Jan. 1939 104 104} + op + 3 

Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (75)*.. — —| + + + 18 

Auto New Cars—Number 906 | 1,458 | — + + 

124 151 | — + + 

*Bank. Debits Index*............... 1926 80; + + 31 

Commercial Failures** .......... Number 4 | 4 + — it 
Dol. | $2 | 16; + 

Indus. Power Consumption Index'...1926 270 262} + +21 

Value Bidg. Permits—Total Index**.. 1930 52 28]; + +3 

 —Residential..... “ 323 146 | + +2 
—Non-Residential “ 6} + + 46 
YOUNGSTOWN 

Number Employed Indexes :? | 

1926 | 105} 105| + +8 
All Manufacturing (59) ....... 101 101 + + 
Non-Manufacturing (130) ..... = 88 87} + + 8 
Construction (52) 58 59 | — + 2 

Pay Roll Indexes:* Total (241)* 1935-35 | 189 202 | — +4 
All | 197 212 | — + 
Non-Manufacturing (130) ... ” 139 184 | + + 
Construction (52) ........... 125 129 | — +2 

Jan. 1939 | 109 109 | + +4 

Retail Sales—-Independent Stores® (31)*.. - —j| + + 2 

Auto :? New Cars—Number 492 820 | — + 

90 106 | — + 

*Bank Debits Index®............ -.1928 99 98} + + B 

Commercial Failures’? .......... Nu 1 + 
Thous. Do! 2 0 

Indus. Power Consumption Index? .1974 | 254 275 | — + % 

Value Bldg. Permits—Total Index?*. . 1930 116 124} — 

—Residential.. 331 282 | + + 

—Non-Residential “ 14 57 | — + 

Steel Ind. Oper. Rate!* 4 Wks. Av. % Cap. 98 98 + 
Page 


* Indicates Series Charted (page 7). 
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Aug. 1941 Compared with Aug. 1940 


% DECREASE % INCREASE 
-40 -20 ° 
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BANK DEBITS 

COM. FAILURES (t1a8) 
AGR. INCOME 

LIFE INS. SALES 

NO. EMPLOYED MFG. 
NO. EMP. NON-MFG. 

NO. EMPLOYED CONST. 
NO. EMPLOYED TOTAL 
POWER PROD. 

COAL PRODUCTION (et) 
CONST. CONTRACTS 
AUTO REGISTRATION 
RETAIL SALES 

DEPT. STORE SALES 
SALES-DRY CLEANERS 


RETAIL SALES—INDEPENDENT STORES IN OHIO* 


Sa.es ReporTep 
ES 
| Aug.| 1941 from | 8 mos. 
RETAIL TRADE Er 1941 1941 
July |Aug.| from 
1941 |1940 1940 
FOOD 218 962;+ 3/+ 
Groceries (no meats)...... 2 148|+ 13/+23}+ 10 
Groceries (with meats) 169 742;+ 1/+ 5/+ 3 
Meat Markets .........-++- 1 4/+ 8/+ 18 
APPAREL 2,806|-+ 42|+36/+ 19 
Men’s clothing ........... 54 587 | + 28|+31/+ 19 
Family clothing ........... 30 514) + 32/+32/+ 21 
Women’s clothing ........ 1,260) + 71|+44/+ 16 
28 453 | + 18|+29)+ 21 
AUTOMOTIVE 63| 2,880 |— 37|+30/+ 44 
Motor vehicles ........... 58} 2,820|— +30/+ 44 
FURNITURE 94| 2,257|+ 26|+43/+ 29 
cc 67| 1,832| + 32|+44]+ 27 
appl. & radios..| 24 398|/+ 36 
BUILDIN 200 | 2,8327|— 5|+26)+ 27 
Bldg. material..| 58] 1,349|— ™ |+29|+ 34 
Hardware 137 938 | — 10| +23) + 18 
EATING AND DRINKING 89 11 
Restaurants 75 7|+18 12 
Drinking places .........., 14 44'+ 3/+ 6 4 
OTHERS 
Country general ........... 70 269;+ 4/+16/+ 12 
stores ........: 43 | 17,599 | + 30} +40/+ 21 
s cc 181 12 
stations ...........+ 20 4/+10/+ 14 
75 395 | + 10|+44)+ 31 
All lines: 1,224 
Weighted by annual sales—1939 census. | + + 18 
Adjusted for number of working days. . + +27) + 19 


For Footnotes and Sources, See Page 3a. 
(Continued from page 1) 
year as compared with the same period last year, all 
types of construction contracts awarded increased 
substantially, the largest percentage increase occur- 
ring in the non-residential field. 

Business and Agricultural Loans as of September 
17 were up $11 million from the corresponding date 
of August, and 46 per cent from the corresponding 
date in 1940. 
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Number Employed, Pay Rolls, 
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Employment in Ohio was up 1 per cent in August from Manufa 
July and 26 per cent from August, 1940; for the first § | August f2 
months of 1941, 22 per cent above the corresponding period pay rolls 
in 1940. The August employment increase was due, pri. | facturing 
marily, to the 2 per cent gain in manufacturing employ. | August fi 
ment; non-manufacturing was down fractionally, and | group to 
construction was up only fractionally. As compared with | declines ' 
August, 1940, manufacturing employment was up 31 per | ucts, text 
cent; non-manufacturing, 7 per cent; and construction, 37 | and rubl 
per cent. For the first 8 months of 1941, as compared with | fractiona 
the same period of last year, non-manufacturing employ- | major m: 
ment gained 6 per cent, and manufacturing and construe. | increases 
tion, 25 per cent and 49 per cent, respectively. All but 2 | 8 month: 
of the major sub-groups of manufacturing industries—ryb. | |ast year 
ber products and vehicles—reported employment gains in The nt 
August from July. The August gains from July ranged | per cent 
from a fractional gain in the miscellaneous manufacturing | Nine of | 
group to 19 per cent in the food products group. All major | in Augv 
groups reported increases from August, 1940, and for the chemical 
year to date as compared with the same period last year, _facturin; 

j 
NumBer Pa’ 
INDEX 
1935-39 = 100 CHANGE =100 
INDUSTRIAL GROUP pom 
1941 | 1941 | Mos. 1 
Aug.” | July | July 
vedi | | fom | from | § 
1941 | 1940 | 1940 | 1 
Jo % % | 
131| 129| + 1] + 26] +22 | fi) 180 
All Manufacturing (2067) .... | 137] 135|+ 31] +25 | 188 
Chemicals (123) ........... + 25] +10 | 168 
Products (186) ....... 126} 106|+19|+ 17] + 6 | 126 
Bakery (53) ...........-- 14] 1144/—@]+ 5] +4 | 188 
Miscellaneous (133) ...... 130 100 | + 30/ + 22); + 8 | | 118 
Lumber Products (82) ...... 156| 154) + 1] + 27] +3 | 209 
Furniture (34) .........+. 162 169 | + 81) +% | 222 

Miscellaneous (48) ....... 126 |. 128) + 18) +17 | 161 

Machinery (161) ........... 171| 3] + 48) | 236 

Electrical Machinery, Ap- ' 

paratus & Supplies (102) 155 + 48) E 213 
Machine Tools (44) ....... 262| 248/+ 2/+ 60) +4 | 9 
Material Handling and | 

Power Machinery (12) .. 156 156 | + |] + 47] +31 | 176 
Spec. Mach. & Appl. (3).. | 134] 132} + 1] + 42) +2 | 188 

Metal Products (572) ...... 147 145|/+ 2) + 33) +8 216 

Foundry Products and Drop 

Forgings (262) ........ 180} 176) + 2| + 48] +99 | Bl) 254 
Pipes, Pumps, Valves and 

Plumbers’ Supplies (19) 120 118} + +19] + 9 146 
Screw Machine Products 

and Hardware (41) .... 156 163} + 39) +9 | 
Sheet Metal Work (58)... 185 | 182|+ 2|+ 42| + 

Steel Works and Rolling 

136} 135} + + 23] +23 | 
Stoves and Furnaces (31) 104 105 | — © | + 26] +18 
Miscellaneous (92) ....... 161|+ +3 

Paper and Printing (241)... 1138] 111} + 1] + 12] + 8 

Paper, inc. Stationery (24) 116 118}+ 2])/+ 14] + 9 
Print. & Publish. (179)... 108} 106/+ +7 
Miscellaneous (38) ....... 129} 129| + | + 22] +18 

Rubber Products (35) ...... 118; 119|— + +2 

Tires and Tubes (9) ..... 116} 117|— | + 80] + 22 

Miscellaneous (26) ....... 133 | 133|— + 26] + 21 

Stone, Clay, and Glass 

Products (117) ........ 129} 2/+ 19} + 
Brick and Tile (52) ...... 139/+ 8/+ 20} +l 
117} 116); 17} +38 
Vitreous & Semi-Vitreous 

China and Pottery (29) | 128| + 2] + 26| + 20 
Miscellaneous (17) ....... 130| 125}+ 4/+ 7] +2 

107} 1/]+ 12] + 9 
Men’s Clothing (55) ..... 108} 107; +] + 6] + 5 
Miscellaneous (60) ....... 2}/+17| +4 

111| 114)/— 3] + 56) + 
Autos and Parts (36) .... 90 96 + 34] +27 
Cars, Electric and Street | 

Railway (2) ..........- 181 | 148] + 22] +139] + 58 

Miscellaneous (13) ....... 323 | 310|+ 4] +160] +164 

Misc, Manufacturing (384) .. | + +4 23] + 20 
Non-Manufacturing (3243) ... 107} 107]; —™]|+ 7] + 

Trade (Ret. & Whisl.) (2574) | 104;—@]+ 7] + 4 

Transport. & Pub. Util. (350) | 109|4+ 5] + 53 

Construction (1224) ........ 168} + +37] +4 
NOTE :—Indexes of number employed and of pay rolls are based bh: 


employment of 586,198 persons in 4,565 firms. For sources @ 


i 


om Manufacturing pay rolls gained only fractionally in 
t8 | August from July, and non-manufacturing and construction 
iod | pay rolls dropped fractionally. Seven of 11 major manu- 
ri- | facturing industry groups reported pay roll increases in 
oy. | August from July, ranging from 1 per cent in the chemicals 
ind | group to 9 per cent in the food products group. Pay roll 
ith | declines were reported in the metal products, rubber prod- 
per | ucts, textiles and vehicles groups. In the textiles, vehicles, 

31 | and rubber products groups the August declines were 
ith | fractional; in the metal products group, 3 per cent. All 
oy- | major manufacturing groups reported substantial pay roll — 
uc- | increases as compared with August, 1940, and for the first 
t2 | 8 months of this year as compared with the same period 
ub- | last year. 

in | The number of man-hours worked in August increased 6 
zed | per cent from July and 44 per cent from August, 1940. 
ing | Nine of the major manufacturing groups reported increases 
jor | in August from July, ranging from 2 per cent in the 
the | chemicals, lumber products and the miscellaneous manu- 
ar. facturing groups to 17 per cent in the food products group. 

Pay Rows’ Man-Hours? 
CHANGE CHANGE 
Aug. | Aug. 3 Aug. | Aug. 8 

a 141 | July | Aug. from 194k | 1968 July | Aug. from 
! | 1941 | 1940 | 1940 1941 | 1940 | 1940 
wig % | % % | % | % % 

5 188)+ + 67] + 159} 6|+ 44] + 40 
| + 1) + 42] + 28 | 137] 184) + 2) + 29] + 18 
125)+ 9) + 21) + 10 120} 103|/+ 17}/+19| + 8 
Bs) 1] + 14 +,° | us 115}+ 3/+ 8] + 4 
25) + 11 117 93 | + +24] + 10 
200) + 3) + 51) + 54 | 178) 174) + 2) + 29) + 40 
| 22) + 3) + 55) + 59 | 182) 180) + 2/+ 32] + 44 
7)+ 31) +32 | 145] 199) 4+ 20] + 25 
82] +59 | 2 192} + 6| + 63| + 48 

6) +82] +56 | 179] 168)/+ +462] + 44 
| 86] +71 | 318) 300/+ 6] + 67| + 61 
| + 11) + 90] + 52 151} 8] + 54| + 34 
183) + 61+ 76) +53 | + 57| + 40 
3) + 60) +62 | 172) 158) + +49] + 49 
24) + 6) +91] + 72 216] 206/+ + 59 
+ 15] + 44) + | 183) 116] + 15] + 32] + 22 
24/+ +53 | 165| + 12 51 49 
192 | + + 78 165} 157| + 5 t 58 61 
+43] +56 | 154] 142) + 4+ 31] + 42 
| 4) + 57] +45 | 112] 110) 4+ 41] + 34 
1 |B) 24/+ 9/4 79] + 67 207} + 19| + 81] + 56 
8 |B) 126/+ + 22] + 18 116} 3/+19| + 12 
4 | 8] + 43] + 23 132| 124) + 6|+ 29] + 16 
1 | 13] + 107| 106|+ 1/+ 12] + 8 
3 | 166) + 3) + + 32 135] 132) + 28] + 23 
2 51] + 41 132] 134]— 1|+ 39] + 35 
2|+ 54] + 43 133 — 3/+ 43] + 39 
a | 45/+ 9|+ 35] + 26 128] 120/+ 7/ +19] + 16 
‘| 138) + 8 33 29 122| 114 7 22 19 
1 14]/+ 3 t 39 t 25 146] 142 2 3 15 
3 |p) + 29] + 33 101 8] +21] + 23 
0 us| + 10| + 39] + 27 105 96}+ 9/+29| + 15 
2 3] +21] + 27 143] 187) + 4/4 14] + 21 
9 128; 4 98] + 23 118|— 17] + 17 
5 126/+ 3] + 29] + 20 117] + 18] + 16 
4 {pe} + 30 107} 5|+17| + 22 
2 169] — + + 71 141] 134/+ 5|+ 72] + 61 
7 M3}— + 59] + 54 118] 110) + 45] + 43 
8 + +150] + 57 184] + 19| +111] + 36 
468) + +240] +241 387} 364| + 6] +209] +216 
0 | 162) + 2) +4 47| + 43 136] 2|+ 36| + 38 
6 14] + 10 1100} 1100/4+@ 10] + 7 
8] + 5 106} 7] + 3 
6 121) + 16) +11 108} 107;+@ 12] + 8 
+ 8 14] 1/+ 8] + 7 
n t ment of 630,711 persons in 6,534 firms; indexes of man-hours, on the 
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nd Man-Hours in Ohio Industry 
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Business Conditions in 
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AKRON 


Employment and pay rolls rose fractionally during 
August and were 30 per cent and 53 per cent, re. 
spectively, above August, 1940. Gains from July were 
made in both manufacturing and construction em. 
ployment and pay rolls. A decrease occurred in non- 
manufacturing employment and pay rolls. For the 
year to date, employment and pay rolls in all types 
of industry were well ahead of the same period in 
1940. The cost of living during August was slightly 
below July, but was 6 per cent above August, 1940, 
Retail sales were 13 per cent greater than in July 
and 57 per cent above August of last year. Registra- 
tions of new cars and trucks fell off sharply from 
July, but were 32 per cent and 30 per cent, respec- 
tively, above August, 1940. Bank debits rose 9 per 
cent from July. Industrial power consumption re- 
mained at the July level. 


CANTON 


Employment remained substantially at the July 
tevel, while pay rolls dropped 14 per cent, due chiefly 
to a 14 per cent drop in manufacturing pay rolls. For 
the year to date, employment and pay rolls were 42 
per cent and 77 per cent, respectively, above the same 
period last year. Retail sales were 9 per cent greater 
than during July and 40 per cent above August, 
1940. New car registrations dropped 46 per cent from 
July, while new truck registrations increased frac- 
tionally. Bank debits were 2 per cent below July, 
but, for the year to date, were 37 per cent above the 
same period last year. 


CINCINNATI 

Employment and pay rolls in all types of industry 
increased during August. As compared with July, 
non-manufacturing and construction employment 
made fractional gains, and manufacturing employ- 
ment was up 4 per cent. Slightly greater gains in 
pay rolls were reported in each type of industry. The 
cost of living was up fractionally from July, and was 
3 per cent above August. 1940. Retail sales were 
up 9 per cent in August from July, and for the year 
to date were 23 per cent above the same period in 
1940. Retail food prices increased 4 per cent from 
July and were 16 per cent above August, 1940. Bank 
debits were 43 per cent greater than in August of 
last year. The steel industry operated at 87 per cent 
of capacity, slightly below the July level, and 12 per 
cent above August, 1940. 


CLEVELAND 

As compared with July, manufacturing employ- 
ment gained 2 per cent and pay rolls, 5 per cent. 
Non-manufacturing employment and pay rolls both 
dropped fractionally. Construction employment was 
up 6 per cent. For the year to date as compared with 
the same period in 1940, total employment gained 
26 per cent and total pay rolls, 48 per cent. The cost 
of living rose 1 per cent from July, and 5 per cent 
from August, 1940. Retail sales were 24 per cent 
larger than July, and 40 per cent above August of 
last year. Retail food prices were up 3 per cent from 
July, and 14 per cent from August, 1940. The steel 
industry operated at 92 per cent of capacity, a drop 
of 4 per cent from July. 
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the Chief Ohio Cities 


COLUMBUS 

As compared with July, employment and pay rolls 
of all industries increased 1 per cent and 3 per cent, 
respectively. Non-manufacturing employment and 
pay rolls both dropped fractionally, but remained 
above August, 1940. Manufacturing employment was 
2 per cent above July, and 34 per cent above August 
of last year; pay rolls gained 4 per cent from July. 
Retail sales for August were 6 per cent greater than 
during the previous month, and 28 per cent ahead of 
August, 1940. Retail food prices were 16 per cent 
above August, 1940, despite a fractional drop from 
July. New car and new truck registrations dropped 
sharply from July, but remained well above the level 
for August, 1940. An increase of 5 per cent from July 
brought bank debits for the year to date to a point 
18 per cent above the same period last year. 


DAYTON 

In manufacturing industries, employment and pay 
rolls remained close to the July level, both making a 
fractional gain; non-manufacturing employment 
dropped fractionally and pay rolls were up 1 per cent 
from July. Employment and pay rolls in all indus- 
tries were well above August, 1940. The cost of living 
remained practically unchanged during August, but 
was 8 per cent higher than the same month last year. 
Retail sales were up 13 per cent from July, and 20 
per cent from August, 1940. New car and new truck 
registrations for the year to date were 45 per cent 
and 26 per cent, respectively, above the same period 
in 1940; bank debits, 33 per cent. Industrial power 
consumption dropped 5 per cent from July, but was 
32 per cent above August, 1940. 


TOLEDO 

For the year to date as compared with the same 
period last year, total employment increased 19 per 
cent, and total pay rolls, 35 per cent. In manufac- 
turing industries, employment was up fractionally 
from July, and pay rolls, 6 per cent. Non-manufac- 
turing employment dropped 1 per cent from July, 
and pay rolls increased 2 per cent. A fractional in- 
crease from July brought the cost of living to a level 
5 per cent above August, 1940. Retail sales rose 
sharply from July and were 25 per cent greater than 
during August of last year. Bank debits for August 
were 45 per cent above August, 1940. Industrial 
power consumption was up 8 per cent from July. 


YOUNGSTOWN 

Total employment in August remained substan- 
tially at the July level, and total pay rolls dropped 
6 per cent. In manufactvring industries, employment 
gained fractionally from July and pay rolls were 
down 7 per cent. Non-manufacturing employment 
and pay rolls were up from July by 1 per cent and 
4 per cent, respectively. The cost of living was 7 
per cent above August, 1940. Retail sales were 21 
per cent greater than during July, and 43 per cent 
above August of last year. New car and new truck 
registrations for the year to date were 41 per cent 
and 28 per cent, respectively, above the same period 
in 1940. Bank debits were up fractionally from July, 
and 34 per cent from August, 1940. The steel in- 
dustry operated at 98 per cent of capacity, remaining 
unchanged from July. 
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The cost of living of wage earners and lower-salaried 
clerical workers during the first year of this war was 
relatively unaffected by the emergency conditions which 
existed both here and abroad. The accompanying chart 


COST OF LIVING, MAJOR BUDGET ITEMS, UNITED 
STATES, SELECTED PERIODS, 1914-1941 
INDEX 


110 (==JULY 1914 = 100,—AUG. 1939 =100; 1939-41 MOVED BACK | MONTH) 
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100 : 100 
CLOTHING SAY +120 
105 ¢ 105 
WAR — 4 
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Ho T T T T T T T T T oO 
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14 1915S 1916 


94 
1914-1916 MONTH OF JULY ONLY —— 1939 194! BY MONTHS 


indicates the extent to which the cost of living of all items 
has fluctuated during this war and the last. The trend-line 
of the 1939-1941 cost of living has been moved back one 
month so that the outbreak of World War I and of this 
war are plotted at the same point on the chart. 

After the first year of this war, it cost about $1 more 
per $100 of expenditure to maintain the same standard 
of living which existed at the outbreak of the war. At 


PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN COST OF LIVING BY MAJOR 
ITEMS, UNITED STATES, SELECTED PERIODS, 
_ JULY, 191 4-AUGUST, 1941 


July, July, August, | August, | August, 
1915 1916 1940 1941 
Major Items from from from from from 
July, July, August, | August, | October, 
1914 1914 1939 1939 1937 
— 2.0 + 8.2 + 0.9 +13.8 — 0.5 
0 + 1.6 + 0.7 + 2.7 — 0.7 
DE cc.sedeoese + 3.1 +19.9 + 1.5 + 3.6 — 5.3 
Fuel and Light .... — 0.5 + 13 + 1.0 + 5.5 + 3.7 
Sundries .......... 0 + 4.1 + 1.2 + 2.0 + 0.9 
— 0.5 + 6.7 + 1.1 + 5.8 — 0.1 


Source: Economic Record, “Cost of Living,” National Industrial Con- 
ference Board. 


Cost of Living During This War and The Last’ 


the close of the second year, however, it cost almost $6 
more per $100 of expenditure to maintain the same stan- 
dard of living as that which existed at the beginning of 
the war. Nevertheless, living costs at the present time, 
August, 1941, are still one-tenth of one per cent less than 
they were in October, 1937, che month of highest living 
costs during 1937. 

After one year of World War I, the cost of living was 
actually less than it was just before the war began (July, 
1914). But with the close of the second year of the last 
war, living costs had increased 7 per cent as compared with 
the 6 per cent increase after the second year of this war. 


Shifts in the Percentage Change in the Cost of Goods 
Purchased by Wage Earners 


During the first two years of this war and of the last 
war, shifts have taken place in the relative increases in 
the cost of major budget items. The cost of food, for 
example, which increased 8 per cent during the first 
two years of World War I, has increased 14 per cent during 
the comparable period of this war. The cost of fuel and 
light, which increased only 1 per cent during the last war, 
has increased more than 5 per cent now. Rents, which in- 
creased about 2 per cent during the former war period, have 
increased 3 per cent during this war period. In contrast with 
these costs, clothing prices, which increased 20 per cent 
during the first two years of the last war, have increased 
only about 4 per cent now. Also, the total cost of sundries 
(physicians’ fees, drugs and toilet articles, recreation, etc.), 
which increased 4 per cent during the last war, has in- 
creased only 2 per cent during this war. 

While the cost of living has increased during the last 
year, costs today (August, 1941) of all major items, 
with the exception of fuel and light and sundries, are 
lower than they were in October, 1937. The cost of cloth- 
ing, while it has increased 4 per cent since the outbreak 
of the war, is still 5 per cent less than in October, 1937. 


1Source: Economic Record, “Cost of Living,’ Nationa] Industrial 
Conference Board; for charting purposes, July, 1914, 1915, and 1916 
indexes converted from 1923=100 to July 1914=100; 1939-1941 indexes 
converted from 1923=100 to August 1939=100. 


NEW AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATIONS 


8-Masor Ou10 CouNTIES? 

Percentage |. (23 

CHaNnas or Tora, |States) 

| ane. | 

ug. u ug. ug. 

1941 | 19 1941 1941 | Aug. 

Total 

July | A | Ang. 

1941 1940 1941 

ee 1,908 | 2,397 | — 20 +106 21 15 24 
Chevrolet. . 1,835 | 3,786 | — 52 + 15 20 23 24 
mouth. . 836 | 1,946 | — 57 — 4 9 12 9 
hace 767 940 | — 18 + 28 . 6 6 
700 | 1,478 | — 53 + 32 8 9 7 
Oldsmobile. . 497 | 1,046 | — 52 + 14 5 6 5 
ontiac..... 482 | 1,265 | — 62 + 35 5 8 6 
Chrysler. . 466 780 | — 40 + 71 5 5 4 
Daan 387 681 | — 27 + 42 4 3 3 
Studebaker 344 445 | — 23 + 54 4 3 4 
Mercury. . 263 362 | — 27 + 78 3 2 8 
Hudson..... 250 267|— 6 — 8 3 2 2 
Nash....... 222 417 | — 47 + 1 2 3 1 
Packard. . 160 202 | — 21 — 24 2 1 2 
Willys...... 88 87} + 1 + 35 
Cadillac..... 40 267 | — 85 + 33 @ 2 1 

Lincoln & 

Zephyr 31 |— 27 @ 
Others...... 21 16}+ 381 |— 26 bey 
WON... <.-: 9,297 | 16,302 | — 43 + 31 100 100 100 


For Footnotes and Sources, See Page 3a. 
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